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1. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. Applicant has amended claims 1 and 19 to 
include the aspect of bringing the cladding film substrate into contact with the template 
"without using an adhesive" and this recitation is submitted to be new matter. While it is 
true that applicant does not actually disclose using an adhesive, negative limitations 
require clear support, le, simply not disclosing an adhesive does not provide support for 
the claiming of "without using an adhesive". Unless there is some portion of the 
specification that positively teaches that -no adhesive — is used, applicant needs to 
delete the "without using an adhesive" language form claims 1 and 19. 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kim 
et al (see passage bridging columns 10 and 11) in view of Japanese Patent 2002- 
365,429 essentially for reasons of record with these additional comments. 

The very construction of the article 20 — ie, mold- of Kim et al provides for a 
template that has concave portions that would correspond to waveguide core portions, 
with one end of the concave portions being an inlet and the other an outlet for filling, 
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should one use the filling embodiment as disclosed in the passage bridging columns 10 
and 1 1 . The suction to facilitate the filling of the concave portions (to form convex 
cores) is also disclosed in this passage. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to employ the vacuum/suction filling embodiment to make waveguides 
since such is clearly taught as one way of filling the article 20. le, while the waveguide 
making portion of the disclosure discusses transfer molding to make waveguides— see 
col. 21, lines 46+-it is submitted obvious that vacuum filling would also have been used. 

3. Applicant's arguments filed July 28, 2008 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Applicant has amended the claims to recite suction/vacuum filling 
from one side of the mold to the other and that the instant process does not use an 
adhesive. However, the suction filling disclosed in other embodiments would have 
clearly been used in the waveguide making embodiment should one desire to do so. 
The length of filling time is not an issue and would depend on the length of the 
waveguide to be made. The aspect of not using an adhesive is submitted to be new 
matter. At any rate, Kim et al does not use any adhesives, anyway. Japanese -429 is 
still believed to be applicable to the processing of a film to render same more adhesive 
to subsequently applied layers and is applied for reasons of record as set forth in the 
examiner's answer. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mathieu D. Vargot whose telephone number is 571 272- 
1211. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 9 to 6. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christina Johnson, can be reached on 571 272-1 176. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



M. Vargot 
October 26, 2008 



/Mathieu D. Vargot/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1791 



